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REFUGEES, RELIEF AND 
RESETTLEMENT:
THE EARLY COLD WAR AND DECOLONIZATION

In this collection, pamphlets, ephemera, government 
documentation, relief organization publications, and 
reports chronicle the causes, effects, and responses 
to refugee crises with the onset of the Cold War 
and the rise of independence movements that 
followed decolonization in Africa, Asia, and 
the Middle East.

COLLECTION SIZE:
400,000 pages 

DATE RANGE:
1939 – 1987 

SOURCE LIBRARIES:
The National Archives, UK 
Rutgers University 
New York City Bar Association Library



ABOUT THE ARCHIVE
Refugees, Relief, and Resettlement: The Early Cold War and Decolonization opens a window onto the history of refugees and forced 
migration, expanding the possibilities of research for scholars and students who are studying the history of—and who may 
possibly come to work with— refugee populations. 

With over 89 million individuals presently dislocated by war, famine, economic decline, and environmental disaster, refugee 
crises have become an ever-more visible part of our daily global reality. Refugees, Relief, and Resettlement: The Early Cold War and 
Decolonization chronicles in part how we have arrived at this reality. This digital archive brings together government files, refugee 
agency reports, and other key documentation to explain the challenges faced by those individuals forced to flee their homes 
and homelands and the obstacles posed to government departments and relief agencies that sought to resettle and repatriate 
refugees.

USAGE HIGHLIGHTS 
•	 Mine this content within Gale Digital Scholar Lab

•	 Enhance student instruction with the forthcoming Learning 
Center

•	 Cross-search content from other Gale Primary Sources 
archives

•	 Find related resources in the Gale eBooks collection using the 
Related Resources feature

•	 As a complement to searching, browse content in the file 
order in which it was arranged by the source library

 
COLLECTIONS INCLUDED

REFUGEE RECORDS | THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES, U.K.

Refugee Records from the General Correspondence Files 
of the Political Departments of the Foreign Office, Record 
Group 371

Refugees Records from the Foreign Office

Refugee Records from the Offices of the United Kingdom

Date Range: 1939-1975

Size: Approximately 200,000 pages

Details aspects of displaced populations fleeing Eastern 
European Communism or displaced by internecine or 
cross-border conflicts in the decolonized territories of 
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East.

SELECTED RECORDS OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES FOR FOREIGN SERVICE | RUTGERS 
UNIVERSITY 

Date Range: 1939-1975

Size: Approximately 140,000 pages

Includes the records of a clearinghouse organization that 
represented dozens of smaller relief agencies to the U.S. 
government and other key funding sources.

BRIEFS FILED WITH VARIOUS CIRCUITS OF THE U.S. 
FEDERAL APPEALS COURTS ON REFUGEES AND ASYLUM 
| NEW YORK CITY BAR ASSOCIATION LIBRARY

Date Range: 1950–1977

Size: Approximately 40,000 pages

Includes selected briefs to the U.S. Courts of Appeals 
during the early Cold War period related to America’s 
asylum policy, with cases on defections, deportations, and 
other topics.
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