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GERMAN FOREIGN RELATIONS AND MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN CHINA,
1919-1935

This collection provides documentation on Germany’s relations

with China during the interwar period. Germany was instrumental in

modernizing China’s industrial base and provided a military training

mission and equipment for the armed forces of the Republic of China

prior to the Second Sino-Japanese War.

Date Range: 1919-1935

Content: 18,735 images

Source Library: National Archives (U.S.)

Detailed Description:

Source: Record Group 242: National Archives Collection of Foreign Records Seized, T-1141:

Records of the German Foreign Ministry Pertaining to China, 1919-1935.

This description is from the finding aid to the Records of the German Foreign Ministry

Pertaining to China, 1919-1935.

This collection provides documentation on Germany’s relations with China during the interwar

period. Germany was instrumental in modernizing China’s industrial base and provided

a military training mission and equipment for the armed forces of the Republic of China

prior to the Second Sino-Japanese War. The Republic of China, which succeeded the Ming

Dynasty in 1912, was fraught with factional warlordism and foreign incursions. The Northern

Expedition of 1928 nominally unified China under Kuomintang (KMT) control, yet Imperial

Japan loomed as the greatest foreign threat. The Chinese urgency to modernize the military

and its national defense industry, coupled with Germany’s need for a stable supply of raw

materials, put the two countries on the road of close relations from the late 1920s to the late

1930s. Although intense cooperation lasted only from the Nazi takeover of Germany in 1933

to the start of the war with Japan in 1937, and concrete measures at industrial reform started

in earnest only in 1936, it had a profound effect on Chinese modernization and the capability

of the Chinese to resist the Japanese in the war.
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File Description

File No. Po.5, Chi - Internal Politics, Parliamentary and Party Affairs

 Vol. 1; 4/1920 - 6/1921

 Vol. 2; 7/1921 - 12/1922

 Vol. 3; Jan. - Sept. 1923

 Vol. 4; 10/1923 - 2/1925

 Vol. 5; Feb. - July 1925

 Vol. 6; July - Aug. 1925

 Vol. 7; Aug. - Oct. 1925

 Vol. 8; 11/1925 - 8/1926

 Vol. 9; 9/1926 - 3/1927

File No. Po.5.A Chi - South Chinese Republic at Canton

 Vol. 1; 3/1921 - 1/1922

 Vol. 2; 2/1922 - 4/1924

 Vol. 3; 4/1924 - 8/1925

 Vol. 4; Aug. - Dec. 1925

File No. Po.5.B Chi - Bandit Mischief

 Vol. 1; 11/1922 - 12/1923

 Vol. 2; 1/1924 - 12/1928

 Vol. 3; 1/1929 - 10/1935

File No. Po.7 Chi - Ministries in China

 Vol. 1; 11/1920 - 1/1936

File No. Po.8 Chi - Diplomatic and Consular Representation of China Abroad

 Vol. 1; 6/1920 - 11/1926

 Vol. 2; 12/1926 - 12/1929

File No. Po.10 Chi - German Diplomatic and Consular Representation in China

 Vol. 1; Mar. 1920 - 1921

 Vol. 2; 1922 - June 1923

 Vol. 3; 7/1923 - 2/1928
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File No. Po.10 Chi - Departure of German Consular Officers Posted in China, 1921-1922

File No.Po.10.A Chi - Protection of German Interests Through Dutch Representation,

1920-1922

File No. Po.11 Nr.3 - Statesmen

 Vol. 1; 4/1920 - 12/1928

File No. Po.12 Chi - Press Affairs

 Vol. 1; 5/1920 - 12/1922

 Vol. 2; 1/1923 - 3/1927

File No. Po.12 Nr.1 Chi - Periodic Press Reports

 Vol. 1; Feb. - Dec. 1921

 Vol. 2; 1922 - Mar. 1927

File No. Po.13 Nr.4 - Prisoner Issues, 1920-1926

File No. Po.16 Chi - Religious and Church Affairs

 Vol. 1; 3/1920 - 4/1927

 Vol. 2; 5/1927 - 12/1928

 Vol. 3; Jan. - Dec. 1929

File No. Po.17 Chi - Educational Affairs

 Vol. 1; 12/1919 - 10/1922

 Vol. 2; 10/1922 - 9/1924

 Vol. 3; 10/1924 - 12/1926

File No. Po.26 Chi - Political and Cultural Propaganda

 Vol. 1; 1/1922 - 12/1929

File No. Po.28 Chi - German-Chinese Friendship Group, 1925-1926

File No. Gg.12 Ostasien - Reichstag, Reichsrat, and Reich Economic Council Activities

 Vol. 1; 6/1920 - 1/1933

File No. Kol-Po.2 Ostasien - The Kiautschaou Protected Area

 Vol. 1; July 1921

 Vol. 2; 8/1921 - 7/1922

 Vol. 3; 7/1922 - 8/1932
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File No. Kol-Po.2 Ostasien - Japanese Liquidation Measures in Kiautschaou

 Vol. 1; Apr. - Dec. 1920

 Vol. 2; Jan. - Sept. 1921

 Vol. 3; 9/1921 - 7/1926

 Vol. 4; 8/1926 - 1/1929

File No. R.6 Chi - Extraterritoriality Question

 Vol. 1; 4/1920 - 12/1924

 Vol. 2; 1/1925 - 10/1926

File No. R.8 Chi - Laws of Extraterritoriality, 1921-1929

File No. R.20 Chi - Seized Chinese Property in Germany

 Vol. 1; 1920 - 1924

File No. R.31.A Chi - Matters of Previous Dutch Representation

 Vol. 1; 5/1920 - 7/1922

File No. R.35 Nr.1 - Designation of Lawyers and Subject Experts, 4/1921-11/1934

File No. R.40 Chi - General Administration of Justice, 4/1921-11/1935

File No. Gg.17 Ostasien - Problems Concerning German Representation Abroad

 Vol. 1; 5/1921 - 8/1931

File No. V.W.16 Chi - Statistical Publications (in general)

 Vol. 1; 8/1921 - 6/1930

File No. R.6 Chi - Legal Relations, China-Germany

 Vol. 1; 11/1920 - 12/1931

 Vol. 2; 12/1931 - 8/1935

File No.R.19Nr.1 Chi - Illegally Seized German Property in China Due to the World War

 Vol. 1; 1920 - 1927

File No. R.19 Nr.1.Chi - Release of Relief Assets

 Vol. 2; 9/1923 - 5/1927

File No. R.19 Nr.1 Chi - Property Seized by the Control Office, 1921-1927

File No. R.19 Nr.1 Chi - Private, 1920 - 1921

File No. R.27 Chi - Talks Concerning Problems and Claims by China Against Germany
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 Vol. 1, 7/1920 - 5/1934

File No. R.27 Chi - Assistance, Problem, etc., 1924

File No. R.28 Chi - Talks Concerning Problems and Claims by Germany Against China

 Vol. 1; 1919 - 1932

 Vol. 2; 1/1924 - 12/1930

 Vol. 3; 1/1931 - 2/1935

File No. R.28.A Chi - War Damage Assistance

 Vol. 7; June - Aug. 1924

File No. R.28.A Chi - Regulation of German and Chinese War Damage Assistance

 Vol. 12; 1/1929 - 5/1934

File No. S.1 Chi - Social Relations, Social Politics in General, 1921-1931

File No. S.2 Chi - General Worker Questions

 Vol. 1; 11/1920 - 7/1926

File No. V.W.10 Chi - German and Foreign Officials

 Vol. 1; 4/1923 - 7/1930


