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17th and 18th Century 
Nichols Newspapers Collection

The Nichols Collection was purchased by Oxford University’s Bodleian Library in 1865, 
and has never been digitised. Part of the collection has been previously available on 
microfilm, but the new 17th and 18th Century Nichols Newspapers Collection digitised 
archive provides the whole collection for the first time, including never before digitised 
newspapers.
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OVER 250 TITLES OF NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS 
ALONGSIDE OVER 250 PAMPHLETS AND BROADSHEETS

The 17th and 18th Century Nichols Newspapers Collection features the newspapers and periodicals, as well as pamphlets 
and broadsheets, that form the Nichols newspaper collection held at the Bodleian Library in Oxford, UK. All 296 volumes 
of bound material, covering the period 1672-1737, are presented in digitised format. Many early English newspapers 
have otherwise been lost, making this collection an invaluable resource for a range of research topics, forming a 
comprehensive mine of political and religious information of the period, and of the contemporary reactions to it.

KEY STATISTICS
Number of articles Number of titles Earliest document 

Over 150,000 Over 300 1672
Latest document 

1737

EXCLUSIVE DIGITAL AVAILABILITY
Most of these early English newspapers have otherwise been lost, so this collection represents a unique resource for 
studying the news and print culture of the period

UNPRECEDENTED ACCESSIBILITY
This has never previously been digitised: part of the collection has been available on microfilm, but this is the first, 
including never before digitised newspapers

EXPANSIVE EARLY MODERN RESOURCE
The archive fills many of the gaps of the 17th and 18th Century Burney Newspapers Collection, as well as including additional 
unique titles

CROSS-SEARCH FOR NEW CONNECTIONS
This archive is cross-searchable with other Gale Primary Sources collections, opening new avenues for digital humanities 
scholarship and uncovering new and innovative research

A MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESOURCE FEATURES AND TOOLS

•	 British Studies and British History

•	 Economics and Economic History

•	 Imperial and Colonial History

•	 Politics and Political History

•	 Social Studies and Social History

Term Frequency
See the frequency of search terms within a content set 
to begin assessing interactions and how they developed 
over time.

Term Clusters
Developing research topics by identifying and organising 
frequently occurring themes, and revealing hidden 
relationships between search terms.

Text & Data Mining
At request, Gale will deliver data and metadata 
associated with the collection for use in data mining and 
textual analysis, supporting the digital humanities.

https://www.gale.com/uk/primary-sources/digital-scholar-lab?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=factsheet_website&utm_campaign=organic&utm_content=gdsl&utm_term=1718nnc

