
Gale Primary Sources
Start at the source.

Various source media, Illustrated London News Historical Archive 1842-2003

Illustrated London News 
Historical Archive 1842-2003

With its sweeping coverage of historical, social and cultural milestones, the Illustrated
London News Historical Archive supports disciplines ranging from politics and economics 
to graphics and science. Every article, letter, advertisement and illustration is digitally 
reproduced in full colour, including the Special Editions.
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EXPERIENCE BRITISH AND WORLD HISTORY THROUGH 
ILLUSTRATIONS AND WORDS

In 1842 the Illustrated London News became the world’s first fully illustrated weekly newspaper, marking a revolution in 
journalism. Throughout its history, it was one of the most consistently innovative publications available. Throughout its 
run it would regularly publish special issues and supplements that reflected the reading public’s interests, and as the 
Empire extended its borders, public interest increasingly turned outwards making the Illustrated London News a truly 
international publication.

KEY STATISTICS
Number of articles Number of pages Earliest document 

Over 560,000 Over 260,000 1842
Latest document 

2003

FROM BEGINNING TO END
Includes Special Editions of the newspaper, providing full coverage of the newspaper’s run from the first to the last edition

FAITHFUL REPRODUCTION
Explore important milestones in media and newspaper history, presented in their original context and layout, including 
full colour when it appeared in the original print edition

A DIFFERENT TYPE OF COVERAGE
Develop new insights through unique illustrations and content, which create opportunities for more varied and original 
analysis of events

CROSS-SEARCH FOR NEW CONNECTIONS
This archive is cross-searchable with other Gale Primary Sources collections, opening new avenues for digital humanities 
scholarship and uncovering new and innovative research

A MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESOURCE FEATURES AND TOOLS

•	 Arts and Culture

•	 Gender and Women’s Studies

•	 Humanities and Social Sciences

•	 Journalism

•	 Media Studies

Term Frequency
See the frequency of search terms within a content set 
to begin assessing interactions and how they developed 
over time.

Term Clusters
Developing research topics by identifying and organising 
frequently occurring themes, and revealing hidden 
relationships between search terms.

Text & Data Mining
At request, Gale will deliver data and metadata 
associated with the collection for use in data mining and 
textual analysis, supporting the digital humanities.
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