
 

Expanding the depth and breadth of Gale’s exhaustive legal primary source materials, The Making of  
Modern Law: Landmark Records and Briefs of the U.S. Courts of Appeals comprises the two latest collections 
of the renowned Making of Modern Law series. Established in 1891, federal appellate courts, called the 
United States Courts of Appeals, sit just below the United States Supreme Court, and their documents 
are equally valuable records that provide trial history, depositions, transcripts, and arguments. Combined, 
these collections offer complete digital access to almost 90 years of critical legal doctrine to support legal 
research and scholarship, serving not only students and scholars of legal history but also researchers 
across the humanities and social sciences, from sociology, economics, and political science to literature, 
philosophy, and religion.   
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ACCESS CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO LEGAL ARGUMENTS AND BEYOND
Our 24-hour news cycle serves up a dizzying array of breaking stories on immigration, harassment and discrimination, constitutional 
law, environmental policy, insider trading, and more. The Making of Modern Law: Landmark Records and Briefs of the U.S. Courts of 
Appeals, Parts I and II provide records that enrich contemporary legal issues with their backgrounds and precedents.

DISAPPEARING BRIEFS—NEVER-BEFORE-DIGITIZED RECORDS BROUGHT TO LIGHT
With these new collections, Gale has made it possible for researchers to study materials that have remained virtually  
inaccessible until now. These collections feature more than 1.6 million pages of briefs (including appellants’, appellees’,  
reply, amicus), appendices, memoranda, petitions, transcripts, and more, from all courts of appeals. The nine decades of 
American history covered by these collections offer scholars insights through legal debate into such important issues as the:

• 	Intangible property rights that accumulated around patents, trademarks, and copyrights, underscoring America’s  
modern technological and intellectual development

• 	Limits on free speech imposed by antisedition legislation

• 	Role Prohibition played in reshaping the judicial views of interstate commerce, law enforcement, tax policy,  
and social mores 

• 	Impact legislation had on the changing scope of workers’ rights

• 	Powers of government to exclude, deport, intern, and incarcerate legal and illegal immigrants and American  
citizens of foreign heritage

• 	Post–World War II legal treatment of such matters as civil rights; environmental conservation; political dissent;  
reproductive rights; the separation of church and state; public health; and the rights of Native Americans, women  
and children, and ethnic and racial minorities

Most-Cited Second Circuit Cases
Dennis v. United States (landmark First Amendment case)
United States v. Rosenberg (Julius and Ethel Rosenberg)
Holtzman v. Schlesinger (presidential war powers)
Bivens v. Six Unknown Named Agents  
(protection from unreasonable searches and seizures)
New York Times Co. v. United States (Pentagon Papers)

Most-Cited District of Columbia Circuit Cases
Barnes v. Costle (first sexual harassment case)

Bundy v. Jackson (sexual harassment as workplace discrimination)

Nixon v. Sirica (Watergate scandal)

Buckley v. Valeo (campaign finance)

Matlovich v. Secretary of the Air Force (military policy toward gays)

Approximate Size 
Part I: 600,000+ pages  
Part II: 1.2 million pages

Date Range 
1950 to 1980
1891 to 1950 

Key Source Libraries  
Law Library, Library of Congress; Lillian Goldman Law Library, 
Yale University Law Library; National Archives Records  
Administration; New York City Bar Library; and more

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOT

Subject Indexing—Easily find content and view key  
elements in the text.  

Stand-alone or Cross-search Capabilities—Use the 
archive on its own or cross-search with other primary 
source collections to reveal connections that foster 
deeper understanding.

Textual Analysis Tools—Identify and visualize patterns, 
trends, and relationships to explore content in new ways.

Downloadable OCR—Keyword-search monographs, 
newspapers, and ephemera for a new level of access  
on all search results.

OPTIMIZED FOR DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Explore this collection more deeply through Gale Digital Scholar Lab—an innovative research experience that removes key  
barriers of entry into digital scholarship and enables researchers of all levels to quickly build, analyze, and visualize data 
sourced from Gale Primary Sources.
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