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Over 300
Number of titles

Over 150,000
Number of pages

1672
Year of earliest document Number of years covered

65
Year of last document

1737

John Nichols began collecting newspapers around 1778, using them as part of his 
own scholarship, as well as making them available to other scholars.
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17th and 18th Century Nichols Newspapers Collection

The Nichols Collection was purchased by 
Oxford University’s Bodleian Library in 1865, 
and has never been digitised. Part of the 
collection has been previously available on 
microfilm, but the new 17th and 18th Century 
Nichols Newspapers Collection digitised archive 
provides the whole collection for the first time, 
including never before digitised newspapers. 

Many early English newspapers have otherwise 
been lost, making this collection an invaluable 
resource for a range of research topics, 
forming a comprehensive mine of political and 
religious information of the period, and of the 
contemporary reactions to it. Revolution, war, 
gossip, trade and adverts for peculiar medicines 
are all contained in these pages.

For more information on the history, content and features visit: 		
www.gale.com/nicholsinfo

Among many highlights, this collection includes 
coverage of:
•	 The Glorious Revolution of 1688, including 

James II’s General Pardon and calls for loyalty 
from his subjects

•	 The deaths of monarchs from Charles II to 
George I, as well as reports on the death of 
James II in France in 1701

•	 Movements in international politics, such as 
reports on the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht 
and Queen Anne’s speech to Parliament

A multi-disciplinary resource, with content 
relevant to:
•	 Western European Studies
•	 English Language and Literature Studies
•	 Gender and Women’s Studies
•	 Humanities/Humanistic Studies
•	 Social Sciences

Features 
•	 Intuitive interface
•	 Fully text searchable with hit-term highlighting
•	 Limits by (amongst others) document title, author 

and date
•	 Searches by article type
•	 Raw text available for text mining purposes
•	 Results can be downloaded, printed or emailed
•	 Citation tool, saving time 
•	 Save searches, results and annotations between 

sessions
•	 Export documents as PDFs
•	 Fuzzy search – low, medium, high

Rich content, richer functionality
The 17th and 18th Century Nichols Newspapers Collection 
is one of many resources available on the Gale Primary 
Sources platform, which offers a ground-breaking 
research environment. The combination of uniquely 
rich, full-text primary source content, dependable 
metadata, and intuitive subject indexing, is further 
enriched by innovative workflow and analytical tools.
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