
Coverage includes everything from well-
known historic events and cultural icons  
of the time – to sporting events, arts, 
culture and other national pastimes. 

Some of the most popular newspapers 
include:

• Daily News

• Morning Chronicle

• Illustrated Police News

• The Chartist

• The Era

• The Belfast News–Letter

• The Caledonian Mercury

• The Aberdeen Journal

• The Leeds Mercury

• The Exeter Flying Post

These collections are brought to you by 
Gale, through an exclusive partnership 
with the British Library.

www.gale.cengage.co.uk/britishlibrarynewspapers 

Ask us about these related digital collections: 

PIN #1000025115

About Gale Digital Collections: 
These two exciting collections are part of Gale Digital Collections, the world’s largest scholarly primary source online 
library. Gale’s Digital Collections have changed the nature of research and education – forever. We’ve opened up 
a wealth of rare, formerly inaccessible historical content from the world’s most prestigious libraries to faculty, 
researchers and students. As part of a longstanding commitment to provide libraries of all sizes with the most 
accurate, authoritative material on the market today, Gale Digital Collections represents an extraordinary resource,  
covering more than 500 years of international history. 

Two new additions to the world’s largest scholarly primary  
  source online library from the holdings of the British Library

19th Century British Library Newspapers

17th and 18th Century Burney Collection Newspapers

19th-century French colour caricature depicting 
theater-goers

17
th
 c

en
tu

ry
 e

ng
ra

vi
ng

, T
he

 A
pi

sh
 A

rt
 o

f 
T

as
ti

ng

    brought to you by Gale, publisher of The Times Digital Archive

For a free trial of 19th Century British Library Newspapers or 17th and 18th Century British Library Newspapers, 
please contact your EMEA Representative or email emea.enquiries@cengage.com

Gale, Cengage Learning EMEA  
Cheriton House  
North Way  
Andover 
Hampshire  
SP10 5BE 
Tel: +44 (0) 1264 332 424 

www.cengage.co.uk

© �2008 Gale is a registered trademark used herein under license. All other product 
names used herein may be trademarks or service marks of their respective owners.  

Both Nineteenth Century British Library Newspapers and the Burney Collection are available to UK HE and FE colleges through 
Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) with funding from the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE).  The 
JISC program represents a total investment of more than £22m in the digitization of high-quality online content, for use by the UK 
further and higher education communities.  For further information on the JISC Digitization program, please go to: www.jisc.ac.uk/
digitisation.

The Economist Historical Archive 1843–2003 

The Times Digital Archive, 1785–1985 

  19th Century U.K. Periodicals: Series 1: New Readerships

  19th Century U.K. Periodicals: Series 2: Empire

www.cengage.co.uk

Users will have quick access to Burney’s newspapers and news 
pamphlets from a wide-range of news sources including more than 
38,000 pages from the London Evening Post, early issues of the 
Boston and Virginia Gazettes, plus countless journals and annuals. 
The online pages date as far back as 1603 and continue through to 
the early 19th century. A sampling of the 1,270 titles included are: 

Athenian Gazette or Casuistical Mercury, 1691

Bath Chronicle, 1784

Daily Courant, 1702

Daily Gazetteer, 1735

Daily Post, 1719

Dublin Mercury, 1769

Grub Street Journal, 1730

London Evening Post, 1727

London Gazette, 1666

Mercurius Politicus Comprising the Summ of All Intelligence, 1650

Morning Chronicle, 1770

Morning Post, 1773

New England Courant, 1721

North Briton, 1762

Oracle, 1790

Perfect Diurnall of Some Passages in Parliament, 1643

Post Boy, 1695

Public Advertiser, 1752

Spectator, 1711

True Briton, 1793

Weekley Newes from Italy, 1622

Whitehall Evening Post, 1770

World, 1787

Burney Collection



Burney Collection19th Century British

Sepia portrait of a 19th-century newsboy

Franco-Prussian war, from The Graphic
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There may be no greater source for researching history 
as it unfolded than through the newspaper headlines of 
the day. During the 19th century, news was often slow 
to arrive – or worse, erroneous information would be 
published and later amended. This delay was especially 
true where wartime news was concerned: for example, 
an event like the battle of Rorke’s Drive in January 

of 1879 took nearly a month to reach the shores of England, 
appearing in newspapers in late February. Often times the 
historical importance of the event had not been realized, until 
well after the event had taken place. 

Now, thanks to a new database – 19th Century British Library 
Newspapers created as part of the JISC (Joint Information 
Systems Committee) Digitisation Programme – researchers can 
not only page through the wide and varied historic events of 
the century, but they can search and find the content they’re 
seeking with greater ease than ever before. Not only can users 
search across large collections that are typically not available at a 
single institution, they can also perform key word searches, use 
highlighting and now have the ability to look at specific article 
types. Plus, reading newspapers on screen is actually easier than 
their paper-based equivalents: users can zoom in on articles, 
increasing them to sizes that are easier to read. Finally, articles 
can be easily copied into electronic documents – a feat far 
simpler than photocopying large, leather-bound volumes. 

17th and 18th Century Burney Collection Newspapers represents 
the largest single collection of 17th and 18th century English news 
media available from the British Library and includes more than 
1,000 pamphlets, proclamations, newsbooks and newspapers 
from the period. This collection helps researchers chart the 
development of the newspaper as we now know it, beginning 
with irregularly published transcriptions of Parliamentary debates 
and proclamations to coffee house newsbooks, finally arriving at 
newspaper in its current form.  

First, gathered by Reverend Charles Burney (born 1757–died 1817),  
a notable scholar and son of a well-known music historian of the 
same name, this collection covers more than 200 years of accounts, 
explanations, and points of view. More than 1200 bound volumes 
of newspapers – including English provincial, Irish, Scottish and  
a handful of papers from British colonies in the Americas and Asia – 
relate political, cultural and economic situations chosen from more 
than three dozen cities.

Rare, restricted content is now available – online
After the original collection was acquired by the British Museum in 
1818, the British Library added to the assemblage by adding critical 
items to complete full literary sets and added new titles to offer 
an unabridged look of the past. Also furnished in the collection is 
a unique view into the earliest recognizable forms of newspapers 
that date from the early 1620s. The original Burney volumes 
are currently in a poor physical state, and have been restricted 
from ordinary reading room use but are available in microfilm. 
The combined works have been recognized as one of the most 
important collections of the English press and an invaluable 
reference for scholars who study this extraordinary time period. 

Now, through a partnership with the British Library, Gale is able to 
bring these rare, restricted documents to researchers and scholars 
around the world by digitizing the entire collection. Each page of 
the collection has been carefully digitized and indexed for a wide 
interactive audience. Students, faculty and researchers can conduct 
full-text searches of nearly 1 million pages – approximately 1,270 
titles – spanning Parliamentary reports of English Civil War period, 
London’s daily commercial news and the latest in high society 
gossip of the 1700s. 

As the single largest collection of 17th and 18th century English 
news media available, this new online collection will be an asset 
to any library and to scholars and researchers studying history, 
literature, British sociology and other related disciplines. 

17th and 18th Century  

Burney Collection Newspapers

News at all levels
19th Century British Library Newspapers offers national, regional 
and local 19th century British newspapers, taken directly from  
the extensive holdings of the British Library. The content includes 
48 titles, totaling approximately 2.2 million pages, selected to 
reflect the social and political developments of the times in which 
they were published. 

19th Century British Library Newspapers features:  

    • London national newspapers

    • English regional newspapers

    • �Home country newspapers from Scotland, Wales  
and North Ireland 

    • �Titles in specialist areas such as Victorian radicalism  
and Chartism	

    • Bibliographic headnotes

    • �Contextual essays regarding the role of newspapers  
in the Victorian age

    • A chronological overview

    �

A sampling of the articles include:  

    • �Coverage of the battle of Trafalgar,  
The Morning Chronicle, November 7, 1805. 

    • �The last moments of Lord Nelson,  
The Morning Chronicle, November 9, 1805.

    • �The battle of Waterloo and other Napoleonic wars,  
The Morning Chronicle, June 22, 1815.

    • �Crimean wars and the battle of Balaklava:  
The Examiner, November 4, 1864. 

    • �Who is Mrs. Florence Nightingale, The Examiner,  
October 28, 1854. 

    • Zulu war, Glasgow Herald, February 20, 1879. 

    • �Jack the Ripper, The Police Illustrated News,  
September 8, 1888. 

    • �The cricket match that started the Ashes,  
The Pall Mall Gazette, August 30, 1882. 

    

    
• �The Industrial Revolution and the Age of Iron,  

Liverpool Mercury, October 9, 1829. 

• �The design and building of Tower Bridge,  
The Graphic, June 26, 1886. 

• �Poetry, Lord Alfred Tennyson’s, The Charge of the Light 
Brigade, The Examiner, December 9, 1854. 

The gripping personal narratives and first-hand accounts of  
19th Century British Library Newspapers are certain to capture  
the interest and imagination of serious academic researchers  
and British history buffs alike. 19th Century British Library 
Newspapers is the natural partner to 17th and 18th Century 
Burney Collection Newspapers, as well as The Times Digital 
Archive (also available from Gale). 

Get a rare look into the English press  
						      with this expansive collection

18th century printing workshop, by Johann Erhard Kappens

Page from The Daily Courant featuring death notices,  
including Sir Walter Raleigh

19th Century British Library Newspapers

Gain thrilling insight into historical events 
in 19th-century Britain 


