
Part II: State Papers Foreign: Low Countries and Germany

State Papers Online: Eighteenth Century, 1714-1782 is a multi-part 
series that extends Gale’s widely acclaimed British State Papers 
Online programme into the eighteenth century. This searchable 
digital series streamlines research by offering scholars intuitive 
and easy access to British government records in the eighteenth 
century, enriching their study and research into Britain and 
Europe during the period.

Part II expands on the domestic papers in Part I, turning its lens 
on the eighteenth century world beyond England’s borders. 
Presenting the first section of the foreign papers for the reigns 
of George I to George III (until 1782 when the State Papers 
series ended), the collection documents the relationship of the 
Hanoverian rulers with Flanders, Holland and Germany, with 
particular focus on European powers including the Holy Roman 
Empire, German States and German Towns. 

Manuscript series: The National Archives, UK: SP 77, 80, 81, 82, 84, 87, 96, 101 and 105
Collection size: over 1000 volumes of manuscript documents (approx. 360,000 folios)

Academic Adviser and General Editor: Professor Jeremy Black, University of Exeter 
National Archives Adviser: Dr Katy Mair

Scholars can browse and search over 1,000 volumes of manuscripts 
written or received by the British secretaries of state, discovering a 
vast of repository of such items as:

•	 correspondence with English diplomats in the Low Countries  
and Germany as well as foreign diplomats in England

•	 letters to and from the Hanover rulers and the Holy Roman Emperors

•	 intercepted despatches and other intelligence from British agents

•	 material relating to military, naval and colonial policy including the 
Military Expedition series and the Archives of British Legations

•	 original and draft treaties

•	 working papers of the secretaries including compensation claims, 
petitions and royal warrants

SP 80/130 f.5v *

Page in cypher of letter 
from Thomas Robinson, 
diplomat in Vienna to Rt 
Hon. Lord Harrington, 
Secretary of State, 28 
May 1738 discussing the 
Emperor getting out of 
the war.

SP 80/41 f.47 *

End of a joint letter report 
written in French from 
Earl Cadogan and the 
Swiss, François Pesme 
de Saint Saphorin, both 
ambassadors for George I, 
Vienna 15 May 1720.

SP 80/233 f. 252 *

Map of Silesia marked 
up in 1741 during the 
negotiations with 
Frederick II of Prussia and 
sent to Robinson with 
the negotiating points by 
Philippe de Sizendorf on 
behalf of Maria Theresa  
of Austria.

* Reproduced by kind permission of The National Archives of the UK.
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Part II continues many of the themes that came to preoccupy 
the domestic papers of Part I, such as the War of Austrian 
Succession and the Seven Years War. Its detailed coverage 
of these events and international diplomacy more generally 
offers eighteenth-century scholars fresh insights into the 
workings of the Hanoverian court and those of its allies and 
enemies in Europe.

Part II will be followed by Parts III and IV which extends 
coverage into Western Europe, and Northern, and Eastern 
Europe and Turkey. 

Manuscript series in Part II include:

SP 77: State Papers Foreign, Flanders

SP 80: State Papers Foreign, Holy Roman Empire

SP 81: State Papers Foreign, German States

SP 82: State Papers Foreign, Hamburg and Hanse Towns

SP 84: State Papers Foreign, Holland

SP 87: State Papers Foreign, Military Expeditions

SP 96: State Papers Foreign, Switzerland

SP 101: State Papers Foreign, Newsletters

SP 105: State Papers Foreign, Archives of British Legations

Streamlining research

Built on the same platform as State Papers Online, 1509-1714,  
and cross-searchable with it, the collection expands the research 
possibilities for scholars offering multiple options for finding and 
viewing manuscripts to suit different research needs: 

•	 Basic and advanced search 

•	 Time-saving limiters, allowing users to limit results by 
date, reign, collection segment, Calendar or manuscript 
volume, language, illustrations and maps 

•	 Browse manuscripts or calendars, enabling users to 
view a single volume of either Calendar or manuscripts, 
or jump from volume to volume – crucial for finding 
documents which are not fully calendared

•	 Calendar entries linked to each facsimile  
manuscript document

•	 Manuscript document in full-screen view with zoom  
from 5%–400%

•	 The ability to view two manuscripts or two Calendar 
entries side by side for comparative analysis

For teaching and learning 

Introductory essays by the General Editor as well as essays by 
leading historians on key subjects, with links to the documents. 
Essays include:

Professor Jeremy Black, University of Exeter  
Introduction to State Papers Online: Eighteenth Century, Part II

Dr H.L.A. Dunthorne, University of Swansea 
Flanders and Holland in the 18th Century

Professor Peter Wilson, University of Hull 
The Holy Roman Empire in the 18th Century

Dr Andrew Thompson, Queen’s College Cambridge 
The German States, Hamburg and Hanse and their relations  
with Great Britain in the 18th Century

Professor Jeremy Black, University of Exeter 
British Foreign Affairs with regard to Europe in the 18th century

Professor Karl Schweizer, New Jersey Institute of Technology, 
The Archives of the British Legations


