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State Papers Online: Eighteenth Century, 1714–1782 is a multi-part series that extends Gale’s widely acclaimed British State 
Papers Online programme into the eighteenth century. This searchable digital series streamlines research and enriches study 
into Britain and Europe during the period.

Part III includes the State Papers series relating to France and Dunkirk, Portugal, Spain, Malta, the Italian States and Rome, 
Genoa, Tuscany, Venice, Savoy and Sardinia, Sicily and Naples. It also includes the Royal letters and Treaties series. 

These are the papers written or received by the Secretaries of State for the Southern Department in their conduct of British 
diplomacy and intelligence gathering. They document the relationship of the Hanoverian monarchs with the rulers, governments 
and commerce of Western Europe. Scholars will also find narratives of each country’s history running through the letters and 
reports as events, debates, conversations and gossip are relayed back to London.

They include:

• Correspondence with English diplomats abroad and foreign 
diplomats in England

• Original and draft treaties

• Letters between heads of state

• Intercepted despatches and other intelligence

• Working papers of the secretaries

• Material relating to military, naval and colonial policy

STREAMLINING RESEARCH

Built on the same platform as State Papers Online, 1509–1714, 
and cross-searchable with it, the collection expands the research 
possibilities for scholars offering multiple options for finding and 
viewing manuscripts to suit different research needs:

• Basic and advanced search

• Time-saving limiters, allowing users to limit results by date, 
reign, collection segment, Calendar or manuscript volume, 
language, illustrations and maps

• Browse manuscripts or calendars, enabling users to view a 
single volume of either Calendar or manuscripts, or jump 
from volume to volume – crucial for finding documents 
which are not fully calendared

• Calendar entries linked to each facsimile manuscript document

• Manuscript document in full-screen view with zoom from 
5%–400%

• The ability to view two manuscripts or two Calendar entries 
side by side for comparative analysis
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Rochford as diplomat and Secretary of State, 1749–75
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KEY EVENTS OF THE COLLECTION
The Discovery of the Cellamare plot in France in 1718

The Quadruple Alliance against Spain (1718–1720)

The Seven Years’ War (1754–1763)

The Corsican crisis of 1768–1769
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