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State Papers Online, 1509-1714, is a groundbreaking new online 
resource for the study of Early Modern Britain and Europe. Spanning 
two centuries of the British monarchy in the 16th and 17th centuries 
the collection reunites State Papers Domestic and Foreign with the 
Registers of the Privy Council in The National Archives, Kew and 
the State Papers in the British Library. This unique online resource 
reproduces the original historical manuscripts in facsimile and links 
each manuscript to its corresponding fully-searchable Calendar entry.  
 
Owing to the size of the  collection - almost 2.2 million pages in 
total - State Papers Online is published in four parts. Parts I and II, 
combined, cover the complete State Papers for the whole of the 
Tudor period. Part III consists of the State Papers Domestic for 
the Stuart era. Part IV contains State Papers Foreign, Ireland and 
Registers of the Privy Council and completes the collection  
of State Papers for the whole of the Stuart period. 
 
State Papers Online Part II: The Tudors: Henry VIII to Elizabeth I,  
1509-1603: State Papers Foreign, Ireland, Scotland, Borders and Registers of the Privy Council 

Containing around 500,000 facsimile manuscript pages linking to 
fully-searchable Calendar entries, Part II reunites Foreign, Scotland, 
Borders and Ireland papers for the 16th century together with the 
Registers (‘Minutes’) of the Privy Council for the whole of the Tudor 
period. Part II completes the sixteenth century section of State Papers 
Online.
 

Key Themes:

•Mary, Queen of Scots: captivity, trial and execution 
•French wars of Religion between Catholics and Huguenots (1562-98) 
•Henry VIII’s ‘rough wooing’ of Scotland 
•England’s defeat of Philip II of Spain’s Grand Armada in 1588 
•Beginning of 80-year war between Spain and the Netherlands in 
1566 
•England’s relations with the Barbary States, Denmark, Flanders, France,  
Genoa, Holy Roman Empire, German States, Hambery and Hanse Towns,  
Holland and Flanders, Italian State and Rome, Poland, Portugal, Russia,  
Savoy and Sardinia, Sicily and Naples, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,  
Tuscany and Venice 
•Letters to and from the English agents in Scotland: the ambassadors  
Randolphe, Killigrew and the two Bowes, and the secretarial assistant Nicolson 
•Extents and valors of the possessions of dissolved religious houses in Ireland,  
and those accused of high treason, including Gerald, Earl of Kildare (1540-1583) 
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Part II Content:

• 500,000 pages of manuscripts and images
• 230,000 Calendar entries
•Introductory essay by Dr Stephen Alford
•Essays by leading scholars on key subjects 
with links to documents 
•Scanned facsimile images of State Papers
•Searchable Calendars, transcriptions or 
hand lists 
•Key Documents – a selection of important 
documents for easy access 
•Links to online palaeography and Latin 
courses 
•Research Tools including an Image Gallery 
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Ways to search:

•View Calendar entry side by side with 
manuscript 
•View manuscript with notepad to make notes  
and transcripts
•Retain searches in a Personal Archive
•Limit searches by Calendar Volume, 
Manuscript Volume, Reign, Date and more
•Browse Documents, Calendars and 
Transcripts 
•Search term highlighting
•Fuzzy Search
•Ability to magnify or rotate image  
•Ability to add corrections and Calendar 
entries

From The National Archives, London: SP 46, 49, 50,51, 52, 53, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 68, 69, 70, 71, 75, 77, 78, 79, 
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 88, 89, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 101, 102, 
103, 104, 105, 106, 108, and PC2 (Registers of the Privy Council, 1509-
1602) 
 
From the British Library: Selected documents from the Cotton, 
Harley and Yelverton Collections 

Content Detail:

State Papers relating to Scotland include:
•Correspondence between Henry VIII and James IV and James V, and 
Queens Margaret and Mary in Scotland
•The marriage treaty of Mary, Queen of Scots and the future Francis 
II of France
•Letters between Queen Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots
•The special series State Papers Scotland: Mary, Queen of Scots
 
State Papers relating to Ireland include:
•Correspondence between Edward VI, the Privy Council, Protector 
Somerset, the King’s chief ministers and the Crown’s representative 
in Ireland and his Council in Ireland
•Letters to and from Queen Mary I and the Privy Council and 
the Queen’s Secretaries, as well as despatches from the Crown’s 
representative in Ireland (the Lord Deputy) and his Council in Ireland
•Letters to and from Elizabeth I’s Secretaries of State 
•Valuations of the possessions of dissolved religious houses in 
Ireland, and those accused of high treason, including Gerald, Earl of 
Kildare (1540-1583)

State Papers Foreign include:
•The Letters and papers relating to foreign countries of Edward VI, 
Mary I and Elizabeth I
•Correspondence and papers of the Secretary of State concerning 
the Revolt of the Netherlands against the rule of Spain
•State Papers relating to Holland which cover the assassination of 
Prince William of Orange
•State papers relating to Turkey, many from the Levant Company

Registers of the Acts of the Privy Council:
•Covered colonial policy, commercial and maritime law, trade and 
industry and naval and military policy
•Arranged by reign and then by date order and include minutes  
of proceedings 
•Each register usually contains lists of members of the Privy Council
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