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Byline: Maria Malik

Keywords: CPEC, Pakistan, Baloch, Balochistan, China, and Regional
Connectivity

Introduction

China-Pakistan all-weather friendship began with the formal diplomatic
relations in 1950 and got strengthened in the subsequent decades. It
proved to be an all-weather friendship when both of the states stood by
each other in tough times. The two nuclear states of the Asian continent do
not have much in common in terms of their culture, language, customs and
religion unlike India and Pakistan who have a lot more in common. Yet the
relations between China and Pakistan have been described with phrases
like an "iron bond’, "all-weather friendship’, "Pak-Cheen Dosti Zindabad
(long live Pak-China friendship)’, "deeper than oceans and higher than
Himalayas', "a friendship that has flourished like a tree growing tall and
strong".
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Over the years not only the state of Pakistan but also the public sentiments
are a counter-reflection of the belief that "in international affairs states do
not have permanent friends or foes’. Most interestingly, on the lines of
"Pakistan's ideclogy’, "religion’ and "Pakistan Military Forces', the China-
Pakistan relations have also made it to the list of the "sacred cows' making

it immune to criticism. Highlight

Since the conception days and starting of the development projects under Add note here...

One Belt One Road (OBOR} initiative and Chiria Pakistan Economic Corridc
are looking at the prr:uétts"iiiitia"ariinqumtwe anticipation of how the local
are going to benefit from these multibillion projects of networking and
regianal connectivity. The Baloch are obliviously a major part of the local

Chinese city of Kashghar with Gwadar.

The basic aim of this paper is to look at "if' and "how’ is the Baloch
community of Balochistan province going to benefit from CPEC. For that
purpose | have extensively reviewed available literature on the
developmental projects of CPEC and OBOR, the history between two
countries, the regional connectivity models like EU and ASEAN, the Baloch
community in Pakistan and their socio-political and economic grievances,
the past experiences of the Baloch with respect to the federal government
and development projects. Although there was a lot of literature available
commenting on the benefits and feasibility of the CPEC projects in Pakistan
but there was a lack of research on how CPEC is directly going to impact
the lives and lifestyles of locals particularly the Baloch people.
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