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A Daguerreotype of Thetrevi
Fountain in Rome, Italy, Taken
by an Unknown Photographer
in about 1841and Purchased by
Alexander John Ellis
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Most Beautiful, Fountain in
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voters in ways all too familiar today neglect a single solitary voter anywhere. “Take into
account the whole city [of Romel” he wrote, “its or-
ganizations, suburbs, neighborhoods; if you get the

community leaders on your side, through them you'll

“Now let's look at the polls,” wrote Cicero to a friend
on July 27, 54 n.c., the eve of an election. “Bribery's
thriving. I'll give you a sign: since July 15, the interest
rate has doubled. . . . Caesar is backing Memmius with
all his might . . . in a deal I don't dare put in writing,
Pompey is fuming and growling and backing Scaurus,
but who knows whether as a front or for real. None is
ahead; their handouts are kecping them all even.”
Cicero was only half joking, In the politics of this age
no holds were barred.

Dalisiciane in Dams oot more chances so san fos

casily have the rest, the rank and file, in your hands,
Next, imprint on your mind and in your memory the
whole of Italy . .. don't let there be a single municipal-
ity, colony or prefecture, in a word, any place at all in
Italy, in which you do not have satisfactory support,”
Votes garnered at the Roman equivalent of whiste-
stops, in other words, were as vital as those acquired
in Rome, During one campaign Cicero was ready to go
all the way to Gaul-providing a scheme to do it at
government expense worked.
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