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Essays

The Making of the Modern World, Part |,
14501850

The Making of the Modern World, Part I,
1851-1914

The Making of the Modern World, Part |, 1450-1850

The Making of the Modern World, Part Il

1890-1945 The world of 1450 was one steeped in long-standing traditions, with most cultures holding to
religious and intellectual visions of unchanging human cycles. Though the peoples living in Europe,

Economics Asia, Africa, Australia, and the Americas were largely or completely ignorant of one another, they all
lived in societies that appeared fixed by God or the gods, All of these societies were agricultural,

Intellectual Revolutions highly contingent on environmental factors, often within a single bad harvest of famine, rigidly
hierarchical, barely literate or entirely lacking in a written culture, and mostly adhering to dogmatic

Politics religious beliefs not open to question. Most societies had childhood mortality rates of 50 percent,
with the vast majority of the people an the planet lucky to make it to the age of forty and highly

. unlikely ever to travel more than twenty miles frem their place of birth. A fifth-century peasant from

Science and Technology nearly any place in the world would recognize key continuities in that same society one thousand
years later, Few people questioned sodial structures or cultural ideas, and fewer still thought that

Society: Customs and Transformations the world would change until some divine figure brought this earthly cycle to a close.

But signs of change were evident, especially in Europe. Starting with the rediscovery of ancient
Greek and Roman texts, a vaguely defined series of cultural explorations called the Renaissance

Efz:ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂg ‘ex*u excited the continent's intellectuals. Even more significantly, in 1450, in the German city of Mainz,
=L/ * % 1 Johannes Gutenberg started publishing books using movable type. Few inventions so totally
Ae,: mﬁﬂgy transformed the world as did the printing press. This collection begins in that pivotal year precisely

because the printed book made its public appearance and changed everything. It was also in 1450

that a series of French military victories drove the English from their last holdings in France, setting
the stage for the Battle of Castillon that effectively ended the Hundred Years' War. The following
year, Cristoforo Colambo, known to histary as Columbus, was born in the Italian city of Genoa.
Across the Atlantic, the Inca consolidated their empire and begin work on their Andean citadel of
Machu Picchu, while further north Moctezuma | led the Aztec people in creating the powerful Triple
Alliance. And then in 1453 came a terrifying reminder to the people of Europe that failure to change
could lead to the destruction of their way of life. In that year, the Muslim Turks captured
Constantineple, putting an end to the thousand-year-old Christian Byzantine Empire.
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