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Nineteenth Century Collections Online is a global digitization and publishing program
focusing on primary source collections of the long nineteenth century.
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The nineteenth century was the first great age of industrialization and technological
innovation. It was an age of political revolution and reform, nationalism and nation
building, the expansion of empire and colonialism, growing literacy and education, and the
flowering of culture—both popular and high. It was an age that witnessed the
development of the power-driven printing press and a massive explosion of written
material that dwarfed the output of the centuries that preceded it....
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Asia and the West: Diplomacy and Cultural
Exchange

Prior to the nineteenth century, much of what was known as the Far East remained closed to all but the
most determined missionaries, traders, and sea captains. But in the nineteenth century the countries of
these regions were confronted head-on by Western nations and forced into an expanding level of
contact—an opening that was fraught with domestic social unrest and foreign conflict, especially in
China.

As the industrializing nations of the West stepped up their competition for new overseas markets in
the early nineteenth century, Asian governments found themselves increasingly unable, either
economically or militarily, to control or limit foreign trade demands. By the 1840s Western nations,
moving rapidly ahead in technology, organizational skills, and military power, forced the old order of
tribute relations to give way. A new system of “treaty ports,” initiated by Great Britain in China and
the United States in Japan, became the framework through which Western nations established formal Woodblock print commemorating Commodore Matthew C.
diplomatic relations and pursued commercial opportunity in East Asia. China's treaty ports, particularly Perry’s gift of a working model steam locomotive to the emperor
Shanghai and Canton, represented an aggressive and highly dynamic new order. Hundreds of foreign 2 span o E .
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firms competed in all aspects of trade. The treaty ports and...
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The nineteenth century was the first great age of industrialization and technological
innovation. It was an age of political revolution and reform, nationalism and nation
building, the expansion of empire and colonialism, growing literacy and education, and
the flowering of culture—both popular and high. It was an age that witnessed the
development of the power-driven printing press and a massive explosion of written
material that dwarfed the output of the centuries that preceded it....
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